
Sources on Plagiarism 
A Faculty Guide 

Introduction 

For as long as students have been writing research papers, preparing dissertations, and collaborating on group projects 
there has been the temptation to plagiarize, whether by intention or not. The reasons for this are many: poorly 
developed research skills, sloppy note-taking, lack of understanding about proper citation techniques, poor time 
management skills, procrastination, the challenge of “getting away with something,” insecurity about one’s writing 
abilities—the list goes on and on. The advent of the Internet and associated electronic sources, coupled with the ease 
of “cut and paste” operations, has made it easier than ever for students to claim the work of others as their own. The 
selective annotated source list that appears below was compiled to help faculty gain a better understanding of 
plagiarism, thus enabling them to guide students in this complicated area. 
 
The UNA Faculty Handbook addresses plagiarism as follows: 
 
“Plagiarism and cheating are regarded as serious offenses and may subject the student to academic and/or disciplinary 
penalties.  Appropriate discretion on such matters is accorded the faculty member and the chair of the department, 
but the protection of the faculty member requires that charges of this nature should be based on clear evidence and 
that any action taken should be based on procedures which protect the rights of the student.  Instances which appear 
to justify severe penalties should be cleared with the dean of the college and the Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Provost.” (UNA Faculty Handbook Chapter 7 section 6) 

 

Sources 

“Avoiding Plagiarism.” The Writing Place. 20 July 2006. Northwestern University. 20 July 2006 
 <http://www.writing.northwestern.edu/avoiding_plagiarism.html>. 
 [Provides description of plagiarism and its significance along with tips for avoiding it.] 
 
Bloomfield, Louis A. The Plagiarism Resource Site, Charlottesville, Virginia. 8 Mar. 2006. University of 

Virginia. 20 July 2006 <http://plagiarism.phys.virginia.edu/>. 
[Website that makes available free software for detecting plagiarism and gives links to related sites.] 

 
“Deterring & Detecting Plagiarism.” e-Library @ Iowa State University. 30 Aug. 2004. Iowa State 

University. 18 July 2006 
<http://www.lib.iastate.edu/commons/resources/facultyguides/plagiarism/detect.html>. 
[Provides instructors with tips on detecting & deterring plagiarism, ways to track down a suspect paper, and 
links to detection services.] 

 
“Faculty and Administrator Resources.” Virtual Academic Integrity Laboratory . 2005. University of 

Maryland University College. 18 July 2006 
 <http://www-apps.umuc.edu/forums/pageshow.php?forumid=2>. 
 [This site provides useful information on plagiarism from the instructor’s point of view and includes  guides,  
links to relevant websites, suggested detection methods, and student tutorials.] 
 
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers for Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: Modern  

Language Association of America, 2003. 
[Basic citation guide that includes information on plagiarism and ways to avoid it.  Available in Collier Library 
in hard copy.] 

 
Glatt Plagiarism Services. Glatt Plagiarism Services, Inc. 20 July 2006 

<http://www.plagiarism.com/INDEX.HTM >. 
[Commercial source of plagiarism teaching/screening software.] 
 

Harris, Robert. “Anti-Plagiarism Strategies for Research Papers.” Virtual Salt. 17 Nov. 2004. 20 July 2006 
<http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm>. 
[Explains why students cheat, advises instructors on how to educate themselves and students  
concerning plagiarism, outlines strategies for prevention and detection of plagiarism.] 
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Lawton, Kelley A. and Laura Cousineau. “Plagiarism: Its Nature and Consequences.” Duke Libraries Guide 

to Library Research. 29 Aug. 2001.  The University Writing Program, Duke University Libraries.  20 
July 2006 <http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/plagiarism.htm>. 
[Part of the Duke Libraries’ Guide to Library Research, discusses the practice of documentation,  
definitions and consequences of plagiarism, and provides detailed examples.]  
 

Lunsford, Andrea and Robert Connors. The New St. Martin’s Handbook. Bedford/St. 
Martin’s: Boston, 1999. 484-97. 
[Basic English handbook that provides guidance in preparing papers, citing sources, and avoiding  
plagiarism. Available in Collier Library in hard copy.] 
 

“Plagiarism.” Internet Resources Collection.  Collier Library, University of North Alabama.  20 July 2006 
<http://www2.una.edu/library/plagiarism.htm > 
[Provides links to numerous websites concerning plagiarism awareness, academic integrity and honor  
codes, and prevention and detection resources.] 
 

Plagiarism Links. Dept. of Musicology, University of California at Los Angeles.  20 July 2006  
<http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/musicology/current/plagiarism.html>. 

 [Extensive list of websites on plagiarism with brief annotations.] 
 

“Plagiarism Made Easy.” University Libraries Mississippi State University. 25 May 2005. Mississippi State 
University. 20 July 2006 <http://library.msstate.edu/content/templates/?a=570&/> [From 
Mississippi State University Libraries, this site has links to sources students use to buy papers, as well as links 
to online tutorials on keeping plagiarism out of your classroom.] 

 

Procter, Margaret. Deterring Plagiarism: Some Strategies. 20 Oct. 2005. University of Toronto. 20 July 2006 
<http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagiarism.html>.  

 [Gives specific suggestions to instructors on how to revise assignments and instruction to reduce  
the likelihood of student plagiarism.] 

 
---. Ways to Help Your Students Who Use English as a Second Language—and Everyone  

in the Process. 9 July 2005. University of Toronto. 20 July 2006 
<http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/facesl.html>.  

 [Only touches upon plagiarism, but gives teachers helpful tips on helping students follow lectures  
 and class discussions and to read academic texts.  Also discusses how to maximize writing as a course 

activity.] 
 

Standler, Ronald B. Plagiarism in Colleges in USA. 27 Mar. 2003.  20 July 2006 
<http://www.rbs2.com/plag.htm>. 

 [Discusses plagiarism from a legal point of view, thoroughly describing plagiarism, discussing related laws 
(copyright, fraud, state statues on term paper sales, etc.), summarizes court cases involving students, 
professors, commercial sources, and the rescinding of degrees. Gives suggestions for developing institutional 
policies, tips on detecting plagiarism. Includes numerous links to websites about plagiarism, proper use of 
citations, academic misconduct, and plagiarism detection software.  An excellent detailed source.]  

 
“Warning Signs & Prevention.” Duke University Libraries Research & Reference. 2006. Duke University 

Libraries. 20 July 2006 <http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/plagiarism2.htm>. 
[Part of the Duke Libraries’ Guide to Library Research, provides students with tips about gathering research 
material, taking notes, documenting sources, and copyright as it relates to the Internet.]  


