Psychology 321

Study Guide I

 1.  Through what mechanism do species change?

 2.  What is natural selection?

 3.  What types of factors can result in abrupt changes in genes and what conditions might cause them?

 4.  What is a reflex?

 5.  Be able to cite some examples of reflexes.

 6.  What is sensitization?

 7.  What it habituation?

 8.  What factors contribute to sensitization or habituation occurring?

 9.  What is a fixed action pattern?

10.  Be able to give some examples of fixed action patterns.

11.  What relationship do fixed action patterns have in the adaptation of lower animals?

12.  Can fixed action patterns be selected by gradual changes in the environment?

13.  What are releasers or releasing stimuli?

14.  Do humans have many or few true fixed action patterns?

15.  What are examples of general behavior traits?   

16.  How do general behavior traits differ from fixed action patterns?

17.  What is an aversive?

18.  Is there any evidence that organisms can be bred for: (a) fearfulness; (b) maze  learning ability; (c) addiction-proneness?

19.  Is it possible to breed foxes to be less fearful of and aggressive toward people?

20.  Does sexual orientation or depression have a genetic component?

21.  How might some general behavior traits in different species be the product of natural selection?

22.  Does natural selection take place over a short or a long span of time?

23.  What is learning?

24.  Can learning serve as a defense mechanism?
25.  Why did learning ability evolve?

26.  In Z. Y. Kuo's research, what was a strong determinant of whether a cat would tend to kill rats?

27.  What is the big problem with natural selection in adaptation?

28.  What is behavior?  (p. 37)
29.  What are advantages and disadvantages of defining learning in terms of neurological changes?

30.  What is an operational definition?  (p. 38)

31.  What is a stimulus?  (p. 40)

32.  What are different ways of measuring learning?

33.  What is a cumulative recorder and what is the cumulative record?  (p. 45)

34.  If the rate in which a behavior is occurring increasing, what effect does this have                                               on the slope of the cumulative record?

35.  What is anecdotal evidence?
36.  What are case studies?

37.  What are descriptive studies?

38.  What is an experiment?

39.  What are independent variables and dependent variables?

40.  In a simple experimental design, what are the experimental and control groups?

41.  What is the essential element of a between-subjects design?

42.  What is a within-subjects experiment?

43.  What is the baseline period?

44.  Why is a ABA reversal design used?

45.  What limits are there on experimental research?

46.  Why are animals used in research?

47.  What are some of the objections to animal research?

48.  Who was the first to study the classical conditioning process?
49.  Be able to distinguish the following:

             unconditioned stimulus (US)             conditioned stimulus (CS)

             unconditioned response (UR)           conditioned response (CR)

50.  Distinguish the unconditional reflex from the conditional reflex.

51.  Which reflex occurs only after conditioning?

52.  Which stimulus elicits the CR?

53.  What is higher-order conditioning?

54.  What variables affect the rate or strength of classical conditioning?

55.  How may Pavlovian learning (classical conditioning) be assessed?

56.  What is pseudoconditioning?

57.  What are the following procedures:

             delayed conditioning                   trace conditioning

             simultaneous conditioning           backward conditioning

58.  What is the optimal (best) interval between the CS and US in classical (Pavlovian) conditioning?

59.  What is a contingency?

60.  Did Rescorla think that contingency was necessary for Pavlovian conditioning; and is this notion supported by evidence?

61.  What does contiguity imply?

62.  What does contiguity usually refer to it classical conditioning?

63.  What effects do compound stimuli have?

64.  What is blocking?

65.  What is overshadowing?

66.  What is latent inhibition?

67.  What four variables affect rate of conditioning?

68.  What is the relationship between stress and Pavlovian conditioning?

69.  Does temperament have any relationship to conditioning?

70.  What is extinction?

71.  What is spontaneous recovery?

72.  What type of behavior did Edwin Twitmeyer condition?

73.  What is the basic idea in stimulus substitution theory?

74.  What is the idea inherent in preparatory response theory?

75.  Can emotional states such as fear or anxiety be classically conditioned?

76.  What is counterconditioning?
77.  What is conditioned suppression?  

78.  Describe a process in which prejudice might be conditioned.

79.  What is a conditioned emotional response?

80.  With what do advertisers pair their products?  (pp. 115-117)

81.  What are paraphilias?

82.  Through what type of process may paraphilias such as fetishes be learned?

83.  What is aversion therapy?

84.  What is a conditioned taste aversion?

85.  What conditioned taste aversions important?

86.  May the immune system be affected by classical (Pavlovian) conditioning?
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