Psychology 321

Study Guide II

 1.  What is the Law of Effect and who first developed it?

 2.  What is operant learning?

 3.  When did the scientific study of operant learning begin?

 4.  What is reinforcement?

 5.  What is punishment?

 6.  Distinguish positive reinforcement and negative reinforcement.

 7.  Distinguish positive punishment from negative punishment.

 8.  How does negative reinforcement differ from punishment?

 9.  What variables affect reinforcement?

10.  What are primary and secondary reinforcers?

11.  Distinguish the discrete trial procedure from the free operant procedure.  

12.  What is a synonym for secondary reinforcers?

13.  What is superstitious behavior?
14.  What is shaping?

15.  What is a behavior chain?

16.  Describe the process through which a chain of behavior might be 

       established. 

17.  Distinguish forward chaining from backward chaining.

18.  Distinguish contingency from contiguity.

19.  What role does deprivation level play in operant learning?

20.  Can autonomic behaviors be placed under  voluntary control?

21.  What is extinction in operant learning, and how does it differ from

       punishment?    

22.  What is an extinction burst?

23.  Do reinforcement and extinction have equal effects?

24.  What is resurgence?

25.  What is Clark Hull's drive-reduction theory?

26.  What are the following concepts in Hull's theory:  habit strength, drive,
       incentive motivation, stimulus-intensity dynamism, inhibition, excitatory

       (reaction) potential; and how are they related?

27.  What is the Premack principle?

28.  What is response deprivation theory?
29.  What is the two-process theory of avoidance learning and who first

       proposed it?

30.  What is the Sidman avoidance procedure?

31.  What is the relationship between avoidance responses and resistance to 

       extinction?

32.  What is the one-process theory of avoidance learning?

33.  According to Catania, what three characteristics must be present in order

       for a procedure to be a punishment?

34.  What are synonyms for negative punishment?

35.  What variables affect the use of punishment?

36.  Is using an effective level of punishment from the beginning important?
37.  What may occur if a behavior is both punished and reinforced?

38.  How is punishment affected by the availability of alternative means of

       obtaining reinforcement?

39.  What role does deprivation level play on punished behavior?

40.  What is the one-process theory of punishment?

41.  What are five specific problems that come with the use of punishment?

42.  What means of modifying troublesome behavior might be used instead

       of punishment?

43.  What is DRL, the differential reinforcement of a low rate?

44.  What is DRI?

45.  What is DRO?

46.  What is DRA?

47.  Describe various means in which operant behavior techniques might be

       used in the training of animals.

48.  What is an aspect of self-awareness?

49.  Are other species of animals also capable of some degree of self-

       awareness?
50.  How might awareness be shaped?

51.  Does reinforcing consequences have a role in the development of self-

       awareness?

52.  What is self-control?

53.  Do some people show self-control even when there are strong inducements

       to behave unwisely?

54.  Why is explaining self-control in terms of "willpower" circular?

55.  Describe some specific techniques for imposing self-control.

56.  Is the use of self-control techniques learned?

57.  How might informing others of your goals assist in your self-control?

58.  How might distancing enhance self-control?

59.  Is human verbal behavior under control of the Law of Effect?

60.  Describe Joel Greenspoon's and William Verplanck's experiments.

61.  Is there evidence that verbal conditioning might occur without the subject's 

       awareness?

62.  According to Paul Ekman's research, do most people lie?

63.  Is lying under the control of reinforcement, and which types?

64.  What is absent in a problem-solving situation?
65.  What did Wolfgang Köhler observe with regard to learning through insight?

66.  What did Harry Harlow observe with regard to "insightful" solutions?

67.  Why does the idea of increasing creativity through the use of reinforcement 

       seem to be illogical?

68.  Can "novel" behaviors be reinforced?

69.  Why do some studies show that rewards reduce creativity?

70.  What happens if you reward conventional performance on a task; and what 

       happens if you reward creative performance?

71.  What relationship might failure have to creativity?

72.  According to Herrnstein, what are the wide variations in handwriting due to?

73.  What is "learned helplessness"?
74.  Can learning experiences prevent learned helplessness?

75.  What role may learning play in delusions and hallucinations?

76.  How might self-injurious behavior be modified?

77.  What circumstances might inadvertently reinforce self-injurious behavior?

78.  What is vicarious learning?

79.  Is it possible for vicarious Pavlovian conditioning to take place?

80.  Can cats or children learn vicariously?

81.  Distinguish vicarious learning and imitation.

82.  What is generalized imitation?

83.  What variables affect vicarious learning?

84.  What characteristics of the model might impact on imitation learning?

85.  What is Bandura's social cognitive theory?

86.  What are the following:  attentional processes, retentional processes,

       motor reproductive processes, motivational processes.
87.  According to Dollard and Miller, why do we imitate successful models?

88.  What relationship might the implications of imitation learning have to

       television program content?

89.  Describe how vicarious procedures might be used in the treatment of

       phobias.

90.  Can animals learn foraging techniques through imitation?
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